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ALONG THE WAY                                                                                              “Gospel Drama” 
 
I suppose it’s only natural that a congregation loaded as we are with people who have an interest and commitment 
to theater (Wilton Playshop, Children’s Theater, and The Little Theater Company are only a few examples!) would 
be inclined toward seeing the Gospel as drama. Which it surely is!  
 
Just imagine the drama of two processions on Palm Sunday—one of Caesar riding with his chariots accompanied 
by his legions, the other of Jesus riding on a donkey accompanied by common people. And of the events of Holy 
Week—from Monday’s entry into the Temple (and overturning the tables of the moneychangers!) to Good Friday’s 
Tenebrae service which tells the story of Holy Week through the crucifixion and death of Jesus. Could a narrative 
be constructed with more tension…and drama! To follow this Gospel drama, I invite you to join with me in any of 
the Holy Week devotionals that follow the story of Jesus through Holy Week. But especially to the Last Supper 
service on Maundy Thursday evening (hosted by your Deacons), which service begins in gladness and concludes 
with solemnity…and to the Tenebrae service on Good Friday evening when the candlelight that gradually illumined 
the Sanctuary on Christmas Eve are gradually—one by one—extinguished and the Bible shut…and dropped! 
 
But in our particular way, WPC has always connected worship of God, especially during Lent, with witness and 
mission to others. Many of you will recall in years past WPC presentations to the greater Wilton community of 
“My Soul Is A Witness” and “Jackie, Vi, and Lena.” Both plays/dramas were provocative stories of the civil rights 
movement in this country, full of conviction and commitment rooted in both deeply-rooted religious faith and 
deeply-held secular values. 
 
This year WPC, courtesy of the Mission Committee, is presenting to the greater Wilton community “The Lonely 
Soldier Monologues” to provoke awareness of a segment of war veterans whose experiences and needs are often 
overlooked and neglected; that of our female soldiers who serve in our country’s armed forces. This play recounts 
the dramatic stories of several female veterans before, during, and after their war experiences in Iraq. Yes, both the 
theme and the language of this play are strong. But so was the theme and the language of the stories of Rosa Parks, 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and Malcolm X in their time; of Jackie Robinson, Viola Liuzzo, and Lena Horne in their 
time. So was the theme and the language of Jesus to the Pharisees, to his disciples, to the Caesars of his day, even to 
his own family in his time. 
 
I, for one, am proud of a congregation—of this congregation—that actively seeks ways to share its commitment to 
both the divine love and social justice of God in Jesus Christ through just such plays offered to the greater Wilton 
community. Appreciation of the Gospel as drama is one of the most genuine gifts of the people of this 
congregation. And it is a gift so very well shared!  
 
Come and listen to these “Monologues.”  They will provoke your thought. They will touch your heart. They will 
stir your soul. And they will renew your faith and commitment to the Holy Spirit of God we know and name Jesus 
Christ. Remember: Saturday, March 6, 7:00 PM in the WHS Little Theater! 
 
Grace and Peace, 
 
 
David Graybill 
Your Pastor 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                        



WORSHIP AT WILTON 
 

March 7, 2010 
Lent 3 

COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICE  
Wilton Presbyterians and Grace Baptists 

at 
Grace Baptist Church (17 West Ave., South Norwalk) 

10:30 AM 
Sunday, March 7, 2010 

David Graybill, preaching 
 
Please Note: This is WPC’s regular worship service for this Sunday. There will be no worship service in WPC’s 
Sanctuary this morning. 
 

 
 

March 14, 2010 
Lent 4 

The Service for the Lord’s Day 
David Graybill, preaching 

 
Daylight Savings Time begins!!!! 

 
Reader:   Jane Neighbors    
Scripture:  Psalm 126 
   Matthew 26.36-46 
Ushers:   Charlie Watkins, Lisa, Matt & Bryan Caswell       
Hymns:   276 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

80 Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley 
87 The Glory of These Forty Days 

Anthems:  Great Are the Works of the Lord 
   Lonesome Valley   

 
 

March 21, 2010 
Lent 5 

The Service for the Lord’s Day 
David Graybill, preaching 

 
Reader:   Rich Macal     
Scripture:  Isaiah 43.16-21 
   2 Corinthians 5.16-21  
Ushers:   Philippe & Emma Chassagnoux 
Hymns:   376 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

 85 What Wondrous Love is This 
 84 In the Cross of Christ I Glory 

Anthems:  One Lonely Night 
   Blessed Assurance 
  
 
 
 



March 28, 2010 
Palm Sunday 

The Service for the Lord’s Day 
David Graybill, preaching 

 
Reader:   Mary Marquardt     
Scripture:  Luke 19.28-40 
   John 19.25b-28   
Hymns:   88 All Glory, Laud and Honor 
   89 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna 

 101 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
Anthems:  In the Name of the Lord 
   And the Mother Did Weep 
 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
  
Monday – Wednesday, March 29 – 31 
 
7:15 AM Vigil/Morning Prayer in the Lounge 
12:30 PM Midday Prayer in the Memorial Garden 
5:30 PM Vespers in the Memorial Garden 
8:00 PM Compline/Night Prayer in the Lounge 
 
Maundy Thursday, April 1 
 
7:15 AM Vigil/Morning Prayer in the Lounge 
12:30 PM Midday Prayer in the Memorial Garden 
6:30 PM Last Supper/Service in the Lounge 
 
Good Friday, April 2 
 
7:15 AM Vigil/Morning Prayer in the Lounge 
4:00 PM Children’s Good Friday Service 
8:00 PM Service of Tenebrae in the Sanctuary 
 
Easter Sunday, April 4 
 
6:00 AM Sunrise Service in the Memorial Garden 
10:00 AM Festival service of Easter  
  

EASTER FLOWER AND MUSIC FUNDS 
 
Contributions are being accepted in memory/honor of loved ones for both the Music Fund and the Flower Fund. 
Their names will be listed in the bulletins for the 10 AM service on Easter Sunday. Please have your contributions 
(of any amount) to the church office no later than Friday, March 26th. Remember to include your name as well as 
the names of those people you wish remembered. Be sure to stipulate either the Flower and/or Music Fund and in 
memory or honor of.  

 
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

 
This sacrament will be administered on upcoming Sundays April 11, May 16 and June 20. Parents wishing to 
present their child(ren) for this sacrament are urged to contact the church office as far in advance as possible. 
Ordinarily, only two baptisms are scheduled at a single service. 
 



ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
 

This is WPC’s annual special offering for denominational disaster assistance, programs to alleviate hunger, and for 
employment training. Mite boxes have been distributed to the children of the church and offering envelopes have 
been mailed to the members. There are additional mite boxes and OGHS envelopes on the credenza in the Narthex. 
The offering will be received and dedicated on Palm Sunday, March 28th. 
 

NOTES FROM THE CHOIR ROOM 
 
Correction to last month’s newsletter: 
 
There will be no Spring Choral Concert on March 5th.  Cancelled.  
 
As with wonderful personal events we often plan for, this one proved to be loaded with conflicts that first caused a 
postponement, then finally a cancellation. As they say, wait until next year!   
 
But that’s all right. We’ve got plenty on our musical plate leading up to Palm Sunday and Easter. There is some 
wonderful music in store for the choir to sing and the congregation to enjoy. I remember my “growing up” days 
when Lent meant boring, ugly, dull (pick your favorite downer adjective) music; depressing sermons … all going 
on while the winter weather was at its worst.  
 
No longer. There is now plenty of wonderful, inspiring music for the season; warms you up on a raw March 
morning. And then, of course, there’s all the joyful music that always makes Easter Sunday so special. I’m pretty 
certain you’ll agree when you hear what we have in store for you.  
 
Meanwhile, two notes of encouragement: 
 

1. Please make every effort to attend the service at Grace Baptist Church on Sunday, March 7th. This is always 
one of the most uplifting events on our church calendar. The people are wonderful, the music is great, and 
the coffee afterward is fun, fun, fun.  

2. Mark your calendars -- and get tickets -- for St. Matthew’s upcoming organ concert (March 13th). This will 
be the formal dedication of their magnificent new organ. This will be fantastic! 
 

See you there!! Both times!! 
Al 

 
CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS 

 
Festival of Children 
The children of our Church School led us in a very moving and joyful service in the newly completed St. 
Matthew’s sanctuary on Sunday, February 7th.  We thank all of the children, teachers, JCCEC members, teen 
assistants and parents who made the Festival a reality by their hard work and support! 
 
This year’s sermon/play, “Monkey See!” presented by our 6th and 7th grade class, was written in response to 
questions from confirmands of both churches in previous years who asked if our faith is in contradiction to the 
findings of science.  The answer in the sermon/play was a resounding no- our faith and science compliment each 
other and answer questions about different aspects of our existence.  The play also emphasized service to others as 
central to our faith and showed confirmands going to serve food in the shelter in Westport.  The story of the woman 
who lived outside on the banks of the Norwalk River was taken directly from the words that she spoke to some of 
our confirmands when they met her last year. 
 
Worshipers were moved by the prayers written by the fourth and fifth graders, and by the kindergarteners leading 
the Lord’s prayer in sign language.  The first graders led the opening prayer and the third graders led the 
congregation in the Nicene Creed.  The communion bread was baked and presented by the second grade.   



 
Our special thanks to everyone who contributed food and gift certificates to our food drive to support the Wilton 
Social Services Food Pantry.  It was a time of joyful celebration as both of our churches came together in this 
annual joint worship service led by our children! 
  
Good Friday Service for Children and Families 
 
On Friday, April 2nd, we will have the Children and Families’ Good Friday service at 4 pm. This is an experiential 
service that gives children an opportunity to walk through the last days of Jesus’ life.  Children go to the Garden of 
Gethsemane, remember the Last Supper, carry a cross and prepare themselves for the joy of Easter.  It is a powerful 
service for children and their families.  Children continue to learn and mature in their understanding as they come 
back year after year.   Many families have commented on how the Good Friday service deepens their experience of 
Easter.  Childcare is provided for infants, and an additional program is provided for 3 and 4 year olds.  We hope 
that you will join us for this very special service. 
 
 
 

NOTES ON PEOPLE 
 
We extend our Christian sympathy to Bill Bendix at the death of his mother, Gladys Bendix, on Wednesday, 
February 24 at Brookdale Place in Wilton. A memorial service will be held on Monday, March 1st in the Sanctuary. 
 
We hold close in prayer Chris Hannah, son-in-law of Claudia and Sam Halsey living in Doylestown, Pennsylvania, 
who is undergoing diagnostic tests for cluster headaches. 
 
We hold close in prayer Rosemary Rice, wife of Jack Merrill who passed away on Tuesday, February 7. A 
memorial service was held on Thursday, February 18, at the First Congregational Church of New Canaan. Both 
Jack and Rosemary are close friends with WPC member Joe Dionne. 
 
We extend our Christian sympathy to Nancy Gorkin, her sisters, and her mother, Joan Kline, at the death of their 
father and her husband, Jim, on Thursday, February 18, in Dearborn, Michigan. "There are many stories to tell, 
which I will do; but suffice it to say that the Holy Spirit was and still is alive in Michigan and waving His magic 
wand in mysterious ways through the Kline family." 
 
We hold close in prayer Dr. John Coffey, Chairman of the ER Department at Bronx-Lebanon Hospital and close 
friend of Cheryl Loraditch, who is back at work after only 2 months after being struck by a car. While recovering, 
he is in remarkably good form and appreciates the prayers you have offered to God on his behalf. "He said he's a 
changed man--that he feels as though his life was taken from him and then given back--he's now more spiritual, 
more grateful for every day...amazing." 
 
Congratulations to Kristen Hart, daughter of Sandy (Hart) Madigan, who has been admitted to the Starr King 
School for Ministry in Berkeley, California in a program entitled Master of Arts in Religious Leadership for Social 
Change. She writes, “I am thrilled and I feel that this is the start of a very new and intriguing journey in my life.” 
 
We hold close in prayer Beth Fuller, a member of Zion's Hill United Methodist Church and close friend of many 
Wilton Presbyterians, who is undergoing chemotherapy treatments for cancer. 
 
Congratulations to Paul Lourd on being named "Volunteer of the Quarter" in the spring, 2010 Newsletter of Pivot 
Ministries for his dedicated work in updating their computer capabilities. 
 
 
 
 
 



YOUTH EVENTS IN MARCH 
 

Sunday, March 7   9th Grade Koinonia Group, 4:30-6:00pm 
    10th-12th Grade Katalysta Group, 4:30-6:00pm 

 
Wednesday, March 10   7th and 8th Grade Youth Group, 6-7:30pm 

   (Game Night!  Bring a favorite board game.) 
 

Friday, March 12   8th Grade Confirmation Class  
     Visit to Temple B’Nai Chaim, 7:30pm 

 
Saturday, March 13   High School Habitat for Humanity Work Day, 7:30am-3:30pm 

 
Sunday, March 14   8th Grade Confirmation Class, 10-11:15am 

 
Tuesday, March 16   Sixers 6th Grade Youth Group, 5:30-7:00pm 

 
Wednesday, March 24   7th and 8th Grade Youth Group, 6-7:30pm 

  (Required for 8th Grade Confirmation Class) 
 

Saturday, March 27   High School Habitat for Humanity Work Day, 7:30am-3:30pm 
 

Sunday, March 28   8th Grade Confirmation Class, 10:00-11:15am 
          High School Faith In Action Group, 4:30-6:00pm 

 
WPC is a partner in the Joint Youth Ministries Program, a cooperative venture with Zion’s Hill United Methodist 
and St. Matthew’s Episcopal Churches.  Unless otherwise noted, youth groups meet at the WEPCO complex, 48 
New Canaan Road.  Please contact Director of Spiritual Formation, Jane Field, janefield@wiltonpresbyterian.org or 
762-5514 if you have any questions or concerns.  If your family includes a 6th-12th grader and you have not been 
receiving our regular email reminders or “snail-mail” postcards, please let Jane know and we’ll add you to the list 
right away! 
 
 

DC Mission Team Challenges WPC to “Pay It Forward” 
 
Despite the challenge of back-to-back snowstorms, a one-day delay in our departure, and gigantic snowdrifts and 
clogged streets in the snow-paralyzed District of Columbia, twenty-two high school students and five adults from 
the Joint Youth Ministries program spent six days in February serving the hungry, homeless and others in need in 
Washington DC.  The group stayed at the Pilgrimage, a service-learning center at the Church of the Pilgrims in 
Dupont Circle, and worked at: 

·  S.O.M.E. (“So Others Might Eat”), a soup kitchen serving over 700 meals a day 
·  DC Central Kitchen, a facility that prepares enormous quantities of food for distribution  to soup kitchens 

and shelters and that also offers a job training program for formerly homeless persons 
·  Food & Friends, an agency that prepares and delivers meals to homebound people struggling with 

HIV/AIDS and other terminal illnesses 
·  Capitol Area Food Bank, a large distribution warehouse supplying donated non-perishable food to agencies 

and food pantries 
·  Parks & People, a non-profit dedicated to reclaiming and preserving green spaces in low-income 

neighborhoods 
·  Community of Hope, a shelter for homeless families with children 
·  About half of the group also participated in a program called “Bread for the Journey,” which involved 

purchasing food, preparing bag meals, and distributing them individually to homeless persons living on the 
street. 

 



Our first evening in DC, the entire group met with representatives of the National Coalition for the Homeless to 
learn more about what life on the street is like, and how advocacy and self-help efforts can improve the live of the 
homeless.  On Sunday, after a busy day of sight-seeing, we worshiped at St. Thomas Episcopal Church’s evening 
Taize prayer service.  At the end of the week, everyone participated in a writer’s workshop with the Poet In 
Residence at the Church of the Pilgrims, David Harris (a booklet of our written poems and essays was distributed at 
worship on February 28). 
 
Because of a generous gift from an anonymous donor, each member of the DC Team received $50 with the simple 
instruction to give it to someone in need while we were on the trip.  Participants were very creative and thoughtful 
with the ways in which they passed this gift along: purchasing hot meals for folks on the street, making donations to 
the agencies where we volunteered, buying much-needed items like warm socks, chapstick, hand-warmers, and 
Kleenex for the homeless living in Dupont Circle.  Each member of the group decided to set aside $5 of their 
money to bring back to Wilton and distribute to volunteers during worship at the three churches of the Joint Youth 
Ministry program (WPC, St. Matthew’s and Zion’s Hill), with the challenge to give it away to someone in need.  
The team is eager to hear from these 33 volunteers with news of how they used this money to make a difference. 
 
Next year will mark the 20th anniversary of the DC Mission Trip—and our high school students are already looking 
forward to that adventure! 
 
 

SMALL GROUP MINISTRIES NEWS  
 

March  Meetings: 
 

Get Real! Christian Ethics Lecture Series – Steve Hudspeth on Immigration Issues 
Tuesday, March 2, 7:30am in the Lounge 
 

Bible with the Boys – “Saving Jesus”    Tuesdays, 12 noon, in the Alcove 
 

Sunday with the Times (Faith & Current Events) Sundays at 9am in the Gathering Space Meditation Room 
 

Back 2 Nature – Stay tuned for news of an eagle-watching boat tour! 
 

Girlfriend’s Guide to the Bible – “Saving Jesus” Fridays beginning March 12, 10:30am 
 

Third Thursday Movie Group  – Film: “Crazy Heart” Thursday, March 18, 7:30pm in the Library 
 

Good Book Group – they are reading two books Wednesday, March 24, 7:30pm 
 The Help by Kathryn Stockett and The Shack by William Young 

 
Two By Two Wednesday Dinner Group  March 3, 6:30pm at the Kelley’s 

 
Two By Two Thursday Dinner Group   March 11, 6:30 PM at the Kern’s 

 
SMALL GROUP-BACK 2 NATURE 

 
Responding to the pastoral call to get involved in WPC's Small Group Ministries, the "Back 2 Nature" group has 
been sharing fellowship and a love of the outdoors regularly since the fall.  The onset of the cold, dark months of 
winter did not discourage our zeal.  To date, we've explored four of the Wilton area's wonderful preserves:  Devil's 
Den, The Town Forest, Quarry Head, and Weir Preserve (the last of which was followed by steaming bowls of 
delicious chili at Bill Matthews's home!).  Attendance has ranged from as few as three to as many as twelve 
(depending usually on how cold it was or how difficult the terrain was perceived).  But no matter how many of us 
joined in the activity, we were always uniformly happy for having had the opportunity to get to know our fellow 
Presbyterians a bit better and to experience the glory of creation together. 



  
The entire group has been terrifically enthusiastic about our activities.  Hiking has proved to be the easiest event to 
organize, given that it can be accomplished locally and with minimal special equipment or skills -- we even 
managed to squeeze in the Weir Preserve hike on Superbowl Sunday between worship and the big game!  However, 
as we look forward with anticipation to the warmer weather and longer daylight hours coming in the springtime, 
we've expanded our scope significantly.  Several members of the group have taken on investigating the possibility 
of an eagle-watching boat tour on the Connecticut River and of a canoe/rafting adventure on Squantz Pond near 
Danbury.  We are also looking at some whitewater rafting options, for the less faint of heart among us.  As a hearty 
and intrepid squadron, the B2N group is open to all possibilities! 
  
While we're not always perfect about starting and ending our adventures with prayer, we always know that the hand 
of the almighty is guiding us in all of our activities.  The structured extension of our community of worship 
into communities of common interest has enriched, for all of us, our sense of communion and fellowship which are 
at the core of our church life.  We are certainly grateful to WPC for bringing the Small Group Ministries program to 
the congregation and its friends. – Robert Bourguignon 

 
 
 

A SPECIAL THANK-YOU 
 

On Sunday, December 6, our church family listened as our very own Sophie Paddon, age 12, told us the story of 
“Vida Nueva Hogar Para Ninos,” the orphanage in Guatemala where she lived until she came home to Wilton to 
her forever family in December of 1997.  She spoke of Marta, the baby nanny who had cared for her so lovingly, 
and she passed around a photograph of Marta holding her when she was a baby. 
 
Then she told us that the Guatemalan government had permanently closed down all further international adoptions 
last April, leaving six orphans stranded at Vida Nueva, unable to ever come home to their forever families here in 
the States—and worse yet, the orphanage had had to close its doors, leaving Marta (and one other baby nanny) 
jobless and caring for the children in their own homes. 
 
“Can you help Marta care for these babies?” Sophie asked the members of WPC.  And our church family responded 
with a resounding “YES!!!!”  Beginning with a generous grant from our mission committee, continuing with an 
overwhelming outpouring of donations through the Gift of Christmas catalog, and concluding with an incredible 
response from the high school youth group who collected quarters in M&M canisters, WPC has been able to 
provide for months of food, medical care, preschool tuition, clothing, and shelter for all six Vida Nueva orphans.  
What an extraordinary family of faith WPC is, and how amazing that your spirit and generosity have reached 
thousands of miles away to six little babies you will never meet, but whose lives you have enriched beyond words: 
Fatima, Jackeline, Anayely, Yuri Danira, Laura and Juan Puablo.   
 
Sophie writes: “I want to say thank you to everyone at WPC.  You have been my church family since I came home 
from Vida Nueva twelve years ago.  And now you have become “family” for the six orphans left behind in 
Guatemala.  You are the best family any Guatemalan baby could ever have!!!  Thank you so much.  The next time I 
see Marta in Guatemala (in the summer of 2012) I will give her a big hug from all of you.” 
 
For the latest update on “The Guatemala Six” go to: 
www.maps-worldwide.org/hum_aid/guatemala_six_update.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WOMEN’S MINISTRIES  
 

Lenten Home Communion for Women   Wednesday, March 3, 7:30pm 
At the home of Deacon Barbara Quincy and co-hosted by Deacon Claudia Halsey, 81 Grey Rocks Road, Wilton 
Please RSVP to Jane Field (762-5514, janefield@wiltonpresbyterian.org) if you can join us. 

 
Girlfriend’s Guide to the Bible: “Saving Jesus” Fridays at 10:30am, beginning March 12 

 
Women’s Retreat       Saturday, March 27, 9:30am – 4:00pm  
at the Mercy Center, Madison CT. (Please contact Jane Field if you have not yet registered—there may still be 
room!) 

 
SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

 
At its February 9 Stated Meeting, Session 
--Approved celebration of The Lord’s Supper at Women’s Gathering on March 3 at the home of Barbara Quincy 
with The Rev. Jane Field officiating; 
--Approved appointment of George Ryder as Leader of the Stewardship Committee; 
--Received a report from WPC Commissioners (Steve Connor and Cathy Thomas) concerning the February 6 
Stated Meeting of Presbytery; 
--Received an update from Outreach Leader, Patty Connor, concerning church growth initiatives; 
--Received an update from Dave Hapke, WEPCO Treasurer, concerning the 2010 WEPCO Operating Budget; 
--Received an update on 2010 Fundraising efforts from Courtney Kleeman; 
--Approved adjustments to the 2010 Operating Budget; 
 
 


